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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please AMEND claims 1, 9, 1 1 , 1 9 and 22 and CANCEL claim 4 without prejudice 
or disclaimer in accordance with the following: 

L (Currently Amended) A method of transmitting signals to a controllable 
nod edestination node associated with a device, the contraUable-node destination node being 
linked to at least on&^A^nod etwo nodes via a communication bus, the method 
comprisin g th e st e ps of : 

a) transmitting a signal from a controller using a radio frequency transmission; 

b) receiving the transmission signal by a-nod ethe at least two nodes having 
respective r adio frequency receiving configurations; 

c) detecting at least ^afta part of the trans mission signal that indicates the 
destination node; 

<X) selecting a timeslot for each of said the transmission signal indicating a destination 
. noder-anddW^^sifflttrng-the at least two nodes for performing a retransmission of a t least a 
part of the transmission signal by the nod e having the radio frequ e ncy rec e iving configuration 
to-thc-dcstmation-node-via^hG^ of the at least two nodes; and 

e) performing the retransmission of at least a part of the transmission signal to the 
destination node via the communication bus by onl y the node for which an earliest 
occurring timeslot has been selected, wherein 

when a node, for which a later occurring timeslot has been selec ted, detects ..the 
recepti on o f the retransmission signal, the later timeslot node aborts a retransmission of the 
signal therefrom, 

2. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
step of determining a timeslot in which the retransmitting step is performed by the node 
having the radio frequency receiving configuration. ? ^ . 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method aceording to claim 2, wherein the timeslot is 
randomly selected. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein at least part of 
the transmission signal indicating the destination node includes an identification of the 
destination node. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
retransmitting step is performed by a wired communication bus. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
transmitting step is performed by a wireless radio frequency remote control. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of transmitting a response signal from the destination node, the response signal 
including one of an acknowledgement, a request, a measured value or combinations 
thereof, and routing the response signal corresponding to a routing of the transmission 
signal. 

9. (Currently Amended) A system for ^transmission of signals, the system 
comprising: 

a controllablc destmation node associated with a device, the controllabl e destination 
node linked to at least onc-othcr-nodc -two nodes via a communication bus, wherein at leant 
one-ot-the two n odes is- being configured to receive a at-least-one-signal from among the 
plurality-of-signals, &G-signal -which is transmitted from at4east-onG-a_controllcr using a 
radio frequency,-; 

means for d e t e ction o f detectiiig at least apart of toe signal indicating a-the 

Page 4 of 13. 



PAGE 6121 » RCVD AT 9/6/2007 5:21 :41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/0 1 DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:703 236 4501 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-08 



Sep-06-2007 05:24 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 7032364501 



7/21 



destination node; 

means for selecting a timeslot for each of the at least two nodes for performing a 
retransmission of at least a p ait of the signal by each ofthe at least two nodes; and 

means for retransmitting the r e ceived signal or - informati on therein at least the part 
ofthe signal to the destina tion node via the communication bus, wherein 

the means for detection detecting, the means f o r selecting the timeslot and the 
means for retransmitting are associated with each oft he at least oni a receiving node. t wo 
nodes, 

the retransmission is performed on ly b y the node for which an earliest occurring 
timeslo t has been selected, and 

when a node, for wh ich a la ter occurring timeslot has been selected detects the 
reception of the retransmission signal, the later timeslot nod e aborts a retransmission of the 
signal therefrom, 

10. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 9, further comprising a 
plurality of the nodes in the form of controllable units each associated wi th respective 
devices, and at least one communication bus, the communication bus defining a subnet in 
the system and being linked to at least one of the nodes configured to receive the signal and 
wherein transmission of signals to or from the subnet is performed by means for 
transmitting a radio frequency, 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 9, wherein the nodes 
includes means for identifying an identification part of the received signal. 

12. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim % further comprising 
means for initiating a re-transmittal of at least portion of a received signal. 

13. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 9, further compri$ing 
remote control means for transmission of the signals to at least one node in the system. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 9, wherein the 
communication bus has a communication channel made operable by a wired connection. 

15. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 9, further comprising 
means for establishing and storing a table having identification of destination nodes linked 
by a communication bus. 

16. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 9, further comprising a 
power supply connected to a plurality of the nodes. 

17. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 16, wherein the 
communication bus includes a communication channel configured to operate by 
modulation or superimposition. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 9, wherein at least one of 
the nodes on a subnet comprises control means for performing control of operations by the 
device and in relation to other nodes in the system to prioritize the operations, the control 
means including means for keeping account of available resources, means for accepting or 
denying requests from nodes on the subnet, means for aborting at least one of the 
operations, means for valuating requests and the operations, or combinations thereof. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 9, wherein fee -said at least 
twonodes for receiving the signal is-aar e transceivers configured to respond to received 
signals by transmitting a response signal including an acknowledgement, a request, a 
measured value or combinations thereof. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 5, wherein the 
identification of the destination node is an address. 
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21. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim J, wherein the 
transmission signal is selected from the group consisting oFa control signal, a request 
signal, an interrogation signal and combinations thereof. 

22. (Currently Amended) A system for controlling a device, the system comprising: 
a communication bus having a plurality of nodes, at least oaetwo of the nodes being 

it-controllable nodes; 

a controllable device in communication with the controllable nodes; 

a controller in communication with at least one of the controllable nodes, the controller 
configured to transmit an electromagnetic signal to the controllable node, the controllable node 
nodes being c onfigured to detect a destination signal embedded in the electromagnetic signal? 
and to select a timeslot for each of the nod es for retransmitting at least a portion of the 
received signa l ; and 

a plurality of destination nodes in communication with the communication bus, the 
destination signal designating a specific destination node associated with the controllable 
device from among the plurality of destination nodes, the specific destination node 
configured for transmitting a response signal in response to at least a portion of the 
destination signal and for sending at least another part o f the destination signal to the 
controllable devic e, wherein 

the system is con figu red such that the retransmittal is performed only bv the 
controllab l e node, for which an earliest occurring timeslot has b een selected, and wherein a 
controllable node of said at least two co ntr ollable nodes, for which a later occurring 
timeslot has been selected . w ill abort a retransmittal there from in case the later timesl ot; 
node detects the r ece ption of said at least a portion of the received sig nal. 

23. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 22, wherein the 
.^rcpntrollable device ajid^Jjg^ to nodes. 
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24. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 22, wherein the 
controllable device and the controller are hard-wired to the nodes. 

25. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 22, further comprising a 
plurality of controllable devices, wherein the destination signal designates a specific 
controllable device for control. 

26. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 22, wherein the 
electromagnetic signal, the destination signal and the response signal are transmitted during 
predefined timeslots to avoid interference. 

27. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 22, wherein the specific 
destination node is identified by a priority value, an address, a radio frequency, a response 
value, or combinations thereof. 

28. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 22, wherein the 
controllable device and the specific destination node transmits the response signal in a 
random timeslot. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 22, wherein the at least 
another part of the destination signal is a control signal to control the controllable device. 
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